
 

 

Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan Essay in English 

 

Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan stands as one of India’s most esteemed 

philosophers, educators, and statesmen. His profound contributions to 

education and philosophy are celebrated annually on September 5th, 

Teacher’s Day, which marks his birthday. This essay explores the 

remarkable life and legacy of Dr. Radhakrishnan, highlighting his early 

years, education, philosophy, and impact on both Indian and global 

education systems. 

 

 Early Life and Childhood 

 

Born on September 5, 1888, in the small town of Tiruttani, Tamil Nadu, 

Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan came from a modest background. His 

father, Sarvepalli Veeraswami, was a humble revenue official, and his 

mother, Sitamma, was a devout homemaker. Despite their limited 

means, Radhakrishnan’s parents valued education and ensured their son 

had access to it. 

 

From a young age, Radhakrishnan displayed an exceptional intellectual 

curiosity and a deep-seated commitment to learning. His early education 

took place at the Primary Board High School in Tiruttani, followed by the 

Hermannsburg Evangelical Lutheran Mission School in Tirupati, and later 

Voorhees College in Vellore. His academic excellence was evident even 

then, setting the stage for his future accomplishments. 
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 Schooling and College Life 

 

Radhakrishnan's academic journey continued at Madras Christian 

College, where he studied philosophy—a field that would become 

central to his career. His dedication and intellectual prowess were 

apparent, earning him recognition for his thesis on "The Ethics of the 

Vedanta and its Metaphysical Presuppositions." This work laid the 

foundation for his future contributions to philosophy. 

 

During his time at Madras Christian College, Radhakrishnan encountered 

both Western and Indian philosophical traditions. His ability to integrate 

these perspectives would later define his approach to philosophy and 

education. 

 

 Academic Achievements and Contributions 

 

Dr. Radhakrishnan’s career was marked by significant academic 

achievements. After graduating, he began teaching philosophy at 

Madras Presidency College, where he quickly gained a reputation for his 

engaging and insightful lectures. His interpretation of Indian philosophy, 

particularly through works such as "Indian Philosophy" and "The 

Philosophy of the Upanishads," made a substantial impact both in India 

and internationally. 
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His ability to present Indian thought in a manner accessible to Western 

audiences was a notable achievement. Radhakrishnan’s writings bridged 

cultural and intellectual divides, contributing to a greater understanding 

of Indian philosophy in the global academic community. 

 

 Awards and Recognitions 

 

Throughout his career, Dr. Radhakrishnan received numerous accolades 

for his contributions to philosophy and education. In 1931, he was 

knighted by the British government for his services. However, his 

dedication to India’s independence remained unwavering. 

 

In 1954, he was awarded the Bharat Ratna, India’s highest civilian honor. 

Internationally, he received honorary degrees from prestigious 

institutions such as Oxford, Harvard, and Moscow. His contributions to 

philosophy were recognized through various global honors, reflecting his 

influence and reputation as a scholar. 

 

 Books and Writings 

 

Dr. Radhakrishnan was a prolific writer whose works have left a lasting 

legacy in the field of philosophy. Notable books include: 

 

- "Indian Philosophy": A comprehensive exploration of Indian 

philosophical thought. 



 

 

- "The Philosophy of the Upanishads": An in-depth analysis of key texts 

in Hindu philosophy. 

- "Eastern Religions and Western Thought": A comparative study of 

Eastern and Western philosophies. 

- "An Idealist View of Life": A collection of lectures reflecting his views on 

life and existence. 

- "The Principal Upanishads": A significant translation and commentary 

on the Upanishads. 

 

These works not only highlight his scholarly achievements but also his 

ability to communicate complex philosophical ideas in an accessible 

manner. 

 

 Personal Life and Family 

 

Despite his towering achievements, Dr. Radhakrishnan led a life marked 

by simplicity and humility. He married Sivakamu, a distant cousin, and 

together they had six children. His family life was characterized by deep 

bonds and mutual respect, reflecting his values of integrity and devotion. 

 

Radhakrishnan’s spiritual beliefs were integral to his personal life. He 

embraced a broad view of religion, seeing it as a path to universal truth. 

His personal philosophy was one of moral clarity and simplicity, which 

influenced his professional work and public service. 
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Philosophy and Thoughts 

 

Dr. Radhakrishnan’s philosophy was a synthesis of Eastern and Western 

thought. He emphasized the universality of religious experience, arguing 

that all religions were different paths to the same ultimate truth. His 

writings often highlighted the importance of spiritual unity and moral 

integrity. 

 

He saw education as a transformative force, essential for both individual 

growth and societal progress. His belief that “The end-product of 

education should be a free creative man” encapsulates his view of 

education as a means to foster creativity, character, and independence. 

 

 Posts Held and Political Career 

 

In addition to his academic achievements, Dr. Radhakrishnan held 

several significant posts. He served as Vice-Chancellor of Andhra 

University and Banaras Hindu University, where he worked to improve 

educational standards. His diplomatic skills were recognized during his 

tenure as India’s ambassador to the Soviet Union, where he played a role 

in strengthening Indo-Soviet relations. 
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Dr. Radhakrishnan’s political career culminated in his election as Vice 

President of India in 1952 and later as the second President of India in 

1962. His presidency was characterized by his commitment to education 

and moral leadership. 

 Teacher’s Day: A Tribute to Educators 

 

The establishment of Teacher’s Day on September 5th, Dr. 

Radhakrishnan’s birthday, was a tribute to his profound influence on 

education. When asked to celebrate his birthday, he suggested that it be 

observed as Teacher’s Day to honor educators and their crucial role in 

shaping society. This day is now celebrated across India, highlighting the 

importance of teachers and their contributions. 

 

 Birth and Death 

 

Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan was born on September 5, 1888, and 

passed away on April 17, 1975. His life and legacy continue to inspire 

educators, scholars, and students. His contributions to philosophy, 

education, and public service remain a source of pride and inspiration. 

 

 Anecdotes and Famous Incidents 

 

One memorable anecdote involves Dr. Radhakrishnan’s visit to Oxford 

University, where he had once taught. Despite the high honors he 



 

 

received, he humbly remarked, “It is not me that you honor, but the 

teacher in me,” reflecting his deep respect for the role of teaching. 

 

Another notable incident occurred during a parliamentary debate when 

he cited a quote from the Bhagavad Gita to address criticism, 

demonstrating his ability to use philosophical wisdom in practical 

situations. 

 

 Comparison with Other Scholars 

 

Dr. Radhakrishnan’s work can be compared to other prominent scholars, 

such as Swami Vivekananda, who also bridged Eastern and Western 

philosophies. Unlike Vivekananda’s focus on practical spirituality, 

Radhakrishnan’s contributions were more academic, aimed at scholarly 

understanding and cross-cultural dialogue. 

 

Internationally, his work is compared to figures like Bertrand Russell, 

who focused on rationalism, and Thomas Jefferson, who emphasized the 

role of education in democracy. Radhakrishnan’s unique approach 

combined these elements with a deep-rooted respect for Indian 

philosophical traditions. 
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Remarks from Others on Dr. Radhakrishnan 

 

Dr. Radhakrishnan’s intellectual peers and global figures admired him for 

his contributions. Mahatma Gandhi respected his dedication to 

education, while Albert Einstein praised his ability to articulate complex 

philosophical ideas. His work received international recognition, further 

underscoring his impact on global philosophical and educational 

discourse. 

 

 Legacy and Influence 

 

Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan’s legacy is a testament to his vision of 

education and philosophy. As a philosopher, teacher, and statesman, his 

life exemplified the power of knowledge and moral integrity. Teacher’s 

Day serves as a reminder of his contributions and the essential role of 

educators in shaping society. 

 

His teachings and writings continue to inspire generations, emphasizing 

the importance of education, respect for all religions, and the pursuit of 

knowledge. Dr. Radhakrishnan’s life and legacy remain a beacon of 

wisdom and an enduring source of inspiration for students, teachers, and 

leaders around the world. 
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